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What a delight it was to meet with a fine group of creative spirits in an up close
and personal way! I was particularly impressed with the atmosphere that was
created by irst created by the great mix of artists ranging from the “New to SDA”, to those who
have been members for 20 years. I could clearly see a potential for teaching
and learning from a pool of rich, diverse and valuable experiences that each
member brings to the table. I am excited at the prospect of the learning and
sharing of how our life’s journey plays a paramount role in the nature of the
creative path we take.
I look forward to creating a platform for us to interact in a way that will help us grow together and
benefit from our diverse artistic journey. I vow to work closely with the Surface Design
Association administrative staff to facilitate this and bring other membership benefits to the New
York group.
Thank you to my SDA New York family members who braved the inclement weather to join us.
For those who could not make it this time, please know that we cannot wait to meet you.
As I thank Joan Lewis our New York Volunteer, for opening her studio to us, I must also
acknowledge her labor of love in beautifully summarizing each
member’s presentation as well as the essence of the evening.
I shamelessly offer a giant hug to my other half, James Lacy, for
his support and for offering to capture with his camera, the
spirited moments we enjoyed as a group that evening.
Madona Cole-Lacy
SDA NY Rep.

Joan’s Summary
New York Rep, Madona Cole-Lacy welcomed the attendees to the meeting. Despite the bad
weather, the participants, several of whom had traveled from Long Island, were eager to get
together with other SDA members and share their work. We went around the room and members
spoke a bit about themselves and showed examples of their work.
In her welcoming and concluding remarks, Madona emphasized that the SDA New York Chapter
can be whatever its members want it to be --- a resource for member artists to exchange
information and ideas, a means to offer topical workshops, a springboard for getting members’
work into the public eye, etc. Madona asked each participant to put together a short description
of his or her work and send it to her.
It is anticipated that our next meeting will be held in a month or so. Volunteers willing to offer up
their home or studio for the next meeting should get in touch with Madona.
Many thanks to Madona and Jaime for providing us with food at the meeting (my apologies to
Jamie for failing to thank him at the meeting for bringing a fruit plate for us to share”
Joan Lewis

Joan Lewis

Joan Lewis works primarily in collage and encaustic painting.
She also does some jewelry-making on the side. Since retiring
one year ago and renting a studio, Joan has been able to
devote much more time and attention to her art work. Joan
showed examples of her collage and encaustic work and
talked a bit about the techniques of encaustic painting and
printmaking

Jamie Pesavento

Jamie Pesavento had a long history of fashion design. He has worked in Paris and
New York. He had his own company in New York for 18 years which designed a line
of cocktail dresses and were sold to top department stores throughout the country.
Two years ago, Jamie sold his business and currently is exploring ways to combine
his passion for draping and fabric with his interest in bringing together artists and
artisans in a collaborative and creative effort. Jamie showed us some photos of his
beautiful dress designs. http://www.pesaventocouture.com/

Tracey Jamar
Tracey Jamar worked in antique textile restoration
for 30 years. In 2006 she went back to school and
got her degree from Goddard College in Vermont,
writing her thesis on American History through
man-made textiles.
Her work has transitioned from restoring antique
textiles to creating textiles (primarily rugs), using
such traditional techniques as knitting, rug
hooking and shirring. The rugs are then mounted
and hung.

http://www.tracyjamar.com/

Jeanne Butler

Jeanne Butler is a self taught artist. She started out painting and drawing on paper
with graphite and oil and then picked up quilting in the 1980s. She now creates
mixed media works combining collage, paper, and bookbinding elements to create a
highly layered effect. She works almost exclusively with a monochromatic palette
consisting of white tones. Her work is shown in the Noho Gallery in Chelsea.
www.jeannelyonsbutler.com

Valerie Zeman

Valerie Zeman started out as a self-taught quilter and has always been interested
in fiber. After five years of quilting she was introduced to the SDA which, she
reported, opened her world to the possibilities of mixed media. She has taken
several workshops through the auspices of the SDA, including workshops taught
by India Flint. Valerie had her first solo show two years ago at the Remsenburg
Association Academy of Art, in Remsenburg, Long Island. She showed us a few
of her pieces, including the piece “Two Hands,” and the piece, “Front Row,” the
latter of which employed a technique called paper lamination.

Penelope Strockbine
Penelope (Penny) Strockbine is a quilter who especially loves
dying fabric. She described a process called “snow dying,”
which fascinated the group. Penny showed us an example of
a quilt she currently is working on as well as examples of
fabrics she snow dyed.

Susan Weltman
Susan Weltman is a Brooklyn hand weaver who works
principally on an eight harness loom. She has been
weaving for 30 years and her love of weaving, and
textiles generally, has motivated her extensive
international travels.
She also has studied with India Flint. More recently,
she has been interested in dying with natural
materials. Susan showed us some examples of her
hand dyed and woven scarves included one that was
dyed with flowers, leaves and rusted metal. Her work
of West African fetish shirts was recently exhibited in
a Brooklyn gallery.
http://www.susanweltman.com

Marilyn Henrion

"Soft City-Canal Street Construction"
Fiber Wall Art Created by Marilyn Henrion

Marilyn Henrion is a fiber artist who started as a painter. She became fascinated with
fiber approximately 40 years ago. She exhibits her work at the Noho Gallery. Her work
also is in numerous museums, corporate and private collections and the Smithsonian
Institution’s Archives of American Art. She has exhibited her work throughout the U.S.
and abroad and was selected as one of five American artists to exhibit in the 14th
International Tapestry Triennial at the Central Textile Museum in Lodz, Poland.
She has produced a DVD entitled, “The Evolution of a Fiber Artist.” Marilyn showed
us examples of her work from her forthcoming exhibit, “Soft City II.” Among her
techniques is to print photographs, whose images have been manipulated, onto silk.
The silk is then quilted and the final piece is mounted as a wall hanging.
www.marilynhenrion.com

Jackie Mirabel

Jackie Mirabel started
working in fiber in
2002 and divides her
time between NYC
and her studio in
the Hudson Valley
in upstate New York.

She has studied and taught fiber art in
Europe and works primarily with felting
techniques. Two of her pieces were
shown on the runway at the SDA 2013
Members Fashion Show, which was part
of the SDA 2013 Conference this month
in Texas. Jackie showed us examples of
her hand dyed and wet felted hats, a
hand dyed felted wool and silk wall
hanging and hand dyed, felted and silk
scarves.
www.freehand.com/jackiemirabel.html

Natalya Aiken
Natalya Aiken has a BA in Fashion Design
from Pratt Institute and worked in costume
design for films and TV until 2001. After
9/11, Natalya became interested in nontraditional quilting. She recycles fabric she
has on hand into fabric “collages” which she
then embellishes with her computer
manipulated photographic images and hand
and machine stitching.
She often incorporates the use of recycled
materials such as paper, plastics, and
vintage fabrics. Natalya’s work reflects her
Russian heritage and is inspired by the
architectural imagery of St. Petersburg and
New York City. She showed us examples of
her fabric “collages.”
www.artbynatalya.com/

Vivien Zepf
Vivien Zepf is interested in hand dyeing and quilting.
She often incorporates social and political issues and
messages into her work. Vivien showed us a
collaborative piece which incorporated photos of
signs made by homeless individuals.
Vivien told us she likes to “play” with quilted fabrics
(particularly repurposed
fabrics), paint, silk
screening and dyeing and is exploring
techniques using these
mediums.
Check out Vivien’s latest
blog posting about her
recent dyeing
Experiment with cabbage.
http://www.vivienzepf.com/

Madona Cole-Lacy
Madona Cole-Lacy designs wearable art and millinery, including
designer headwear especially handcrafted for cancer patients.
Madona showed us examples of her women’s wear and menswear
fashions and accessories --- enthusiastically modeled by Vivien
Zepf and Jamie Pesavento – including hand dyed crepe de chine,
silk and silk satin organza overlays (which can be worn over a
camisole or dress), two piece dress ensembles, neckties, men’s
vests and headwear. Madona’s husband, who also attended and
served as the event photographer.

http://www.madonacoleoriginals.com

http://mytimehascome.org

http://www.yourtime4liny.org

